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A farmer once decided that the oats he was feeding his mule were getting 
too expensive, and one day he mixed a little sawdust in with the feed. The 
mule ate it all and didn’t seem to notice, so the next day the farmer mixed 
in a little more. Day by day he gradually increased the amount of sawdust, 
until the day came a few weeks later when he was feeding the mule almost 
nothing but sawdust. While the farmer was congratulating himself on the 
money he was saving and his own cleverness, the mule fell over dead. That’s 

a picture of how you and I drift away from the Lord and backslide: one more little sin won’t hurt, will it? 
Just another bit of compromise and no one seems to know any better, or we allow a bit more of the 
world’s sawdust to take the place of God’s truth and God’s Word in our lives. Then we day before we 
know it, we discover that we’re a long way from where we started, and spiritually more dead than alive. 
When temptation comes, follow Jesus’ example and respond with the Word of God (Matthew 4). A little 
sawdust mixed in with your oats makes more difference than you might think!        
 
This Sunday morning in Exodus 7 & 8 we’ll take a lesson from Pharaoh: God sometimes speaks to us in 
warning and judgment, so we might to wake up and obey before disaster strikes. In the 2,000-year 
history of the church, how many people have been blessed and used mightily by God who were not 
people of prayer? None. On Sunday night, in Matthew 7: 7 – 12, we get a lesson from Jesus on prayer. 
Join us—if you seek the Lord with all your heart, you’ll find Him!  
 
Bro. Dean 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:  
 

 

A faithful church member who was present for Sunday School and worship this past Sunday became ill on 
Monday and has now tested positive for Covid-19. They were primarily in the Fellowship Hall area of Madden 

Hall, as well as the Sanctuary for a time, and are now recuperating at home. As a result, 
--if you were present Sunday please be alert for any symptoms of Covid-19 and notify us if you experience any; 

--we will cautiously continue the current schedule of services and activities, be as open and transparent as 
possible, and notify you if there are further cases or any change in plans; 

--we ask that you continue to remember that we are still in a time of pandemic and prayerfully make your own 
decision as to whether you should attend services in person or join us by livestream, especially if you are in a 

group vulnerable to the impact of Covid-19; 
--we ask that you review the church guidelines and precautions, including those regarding masks and 

distancing, and follow them when you are present; and 
--we ask that you pray for the family affected and for the church. 

Please let us know if you have any questions.   Thank you! 
--Bro. Dean & the Deacons 
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This Sunday Morning: Children’s Department Open House 
 

Come early this Sunday morning and visit the newly refurbished 
Children’s Department—new furniture, equipment, paint, fabulous wall 

murals, and more! 
 

8:30 – 9:30 before Sunday School 
Refreshments will be served 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

The Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions – Two More Weeks, through October 11!  
Pray about your gift! Church Goal: $4,000; Received to Date: $1345 

 The Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions is meeting human needs through Compassion Ministries. 
It’s Disaster Relief helping restore a community after a storm. It’s Baptist Collegiate Ministries sharing 

the hope of Jesus on Tennessee college campuses. It’s reaching the spiritually lost in Tennessee 
through evangelism... and so much more! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

High School Students:  
Don’t Miss the Current Wednesday Night Bible Study! 

Learn to cast aside the weights that hold you back:  
Week 3, Oct. 7: Empty Investment; Week 4, Oct. 14: Pride 

Wednesdays, 6:00 PM in the Youth Room—See Bro. Tony for more info! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Pew News 
 

The church has voted to refurbish and refinish the pews in the Sanctuary, after 
receiving a gift designated to cover most of the cost to do so. The pews will be 
disassembled and  shipped to North Carolina for the work, then shipped back 
and reassembled. We will use chairs in the Sanctuary for the two Sundays they 

will be absent.  
 

If you would like to make a gift to help cover the remaining cost, beyond your 
regular tithes and offerings, please clearly designate that it is for the pews.  

 

 If you have any questions, feel free to contact one of the trustees.     
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Operation Christmas Child… 
 

is underway! This year you can give if you prefer not to shop, shop for those who prefer not to, and/or join in the day 
when we pack the boxes! The deadline to give is Sunday, October 25; the packing party will be Saturday, November 

7. If you would like to assemble your own box, you can bring it  the 7th and participate in the packing. Our church 
goal this year is 200 boxes. Share the Gospel and some joy with children across the globe! See Tonya Davenport for 

more information.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Memory Verses 
“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were 
dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up 

together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus…” –Ephesians 4: 4 – 6 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ministry – Activities Update 
 

The Nursery 
…is now open for AM worship, PM worship, and Wednesday Prayer Meeting, birth through 
age 3. Extra precautions in distancing, cleaning, toys, and activities. If you have questions, 

contact any of the workers or Nursery Committee members. 
Sunday School 

…has resumed. The Berean Class is in the Fellowship Hall, other classes in their usual rooms.   
 AWANA 

…is underway, 5:30 PM on Sundays. Extra precaution in distancing, cleaning, and choice of 
games and activities. 

Discipleship Training for Adults, 5:30-6:15 Sundays 
…is underway in the Sanctuary. The Book of Revelation with Bro. Tony! 

Wednesday Children’s Programs 
The children’s missions programs—Royal Ambassadors, Girls-in-Action, and Mission 

Friends—will all resume this Wednesday, October 7.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 
 

Wednesday, October 7: Regular Business Meeting, 6:00 PM 
Sunday, October 18: Gideon Speaker in Morning Worship, 10:30 AM 
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Current Guidelines and Precautions for In-person Attendance 
 

-- Seating for worship is socially distanced: individuals/families are asked to sit 6 feet from other 
individuals/families, on every other pew. Once the Sanctuary is full, people are directed to Madden 
Hall before the big screen, then Children’s Assembly Room and Youth Room if needed.  
--Offering plates are not passed by the congregation, but carried by ushers who walk down the empty 
pews between those where people are seated in the Sanctuary, and other rooms as needed.  
--Masks are available and encouraged, but not required. 
--Bulletins are stacked near entrances, rather than handed out by greeters.  
--The morning service is broadcast on WBRY. The morning and evening services and Prayer Meeting 
are streamed live on Facebook, YouTube, and the church website. Those who are show any symptoms 
of Covid-19 or have recently been in contact with someone who has tested positive, and those in 
groups most vulnerable to its effects, are asked to joining by those means rather than in-person.   
--The choir has not resumed at the present time, but there is congregational singing.   
--During the Children’s Message, children remain with their families rather than coming to the front. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Reading & Praying through God’s Word in 2020 
 

Oct. 1: OT—Isa. 11, 12, 13; NT—Eph. 4  
Oct. 2: OT—Isa. 14, 15, 16; NT—Eph. 5: 1 - 16 

Oct. 3: OT—Isa. 17, 18, 19; NT—Eph. 5: 17 - 33 
Oct. 4: OT—Isa. 20, 21, 22; NT—Eph. 6 
Oct. 5: OT—Isa. 23, 24, 25; NT—Phil. 1 

Oct. 6: OT—Isa. 26, 27; NT—Phil. 2 
Oct. 7: OT—Isa. 28, 29; NT—Phil. 3 
Oct.8: OT—Isa. 30, 31; NT—Phil. 4 

 
 

Note to the Church Family 
Our family would like to express our gratitude to you fo rthe love you’ve shown us during this time. God has 
blessed us tremendously through your financial support and we are forever grateful. May the Lord continue to 
bless and keep you.  
–The Ford family (Kee Ford, pastor at Auburn Hills Church of Christ, who lost his home in a recent fire) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                 

 
The Sea of Galilee, Israel, at the traditional site where the Risen Lord cooked breakfast and met the disciples 

coming in from a night of fishing, John 21 
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Prayer Guide 
 

Please help us keep the Prayer Guide updated – send anyone you would like to add, and notify us of 
anyone who can be removed. Thank you!  

 

Church Family 
Don, Dean Barker 
Wallace, Martha Burke 
Patrick, Karie Cecil   
Franklin & Shirley Daniel 
Mark Davis 
Mance Davis 
Hannah Herron 
Drunell Higgins 
Doris Markum  
Barbara Melton  
Mary Alice Nixon 
Edith Northcutt 
Benton Parker  
Shirley Parker  
Mary Ellen Smith 
Misty Stankoff 
Mamie Vance 
Jonathan Walls 
 
Friends & Family-submitted by the person listed 
Tiffany Alfaro (Lowell Womack) 
Dean, Edmond Armstrong (Julie Powers) 
Ramona Atkins (Richie Hunter) 
Janice Bailey (Judy Holt) 
Nancy Bain (David Hare) 
Patsy Barrett (Shirley Reed) 
Carl Brewer (Cynthia Brewer) 
Ben Cates (Charles Wilder)  
Betty Christianson (Wanda Walls) 
Bobby Cole (Linda Watson) 
Kelly Collins (Dean Anderson) 
Joe Robert Davenport (Darrell Goins) 
Augusta Donnell (Shirley Parker) 
Clay Estes (Linda Watson) 
Katie Ferrell (Stacie Bryson) 
Roberta Froome (Jesse Froome)  
Kathy Gannon (Darrell Goins) 
Ronnie Johnson (Kim Kilpatrick) 
Kelli Lamb (Will Farris) 
Sharron Lyon (Douglas Jennings) 
Abel Margari (Cynthia Small) 
Margie McFerrin (Martha Burke) 
Lisbeth McGonegal (Lydia Womack) 
Sharon McLean (Patricia Klier) 
Mimi Pollock (Richie Hunter) 
Mamie Powers (Matt Powers) 

Bruce Rector (Bro. Dean) 
Regina Reed (Deb Parks) 
Danny Rogers (Lydia Womack) 
Paula Russell (Jamie Anderson) 
Tamaria Russell (Euphemia McCurry) 
Gerald Scroggins (Jason McGee) 
Carl Smith (Doris Markum) 
Don, Eunice Stevenson (Jeff Stevenson) 
Declan Sullivan & family (Ann Haley) 
Johnny Taylor (Ann Haley) 
Lori Todd (Jeff Todd) 
Jimmy Todd (Jeff Todd) 
Katie Walling (Dot Elrod) 
Jane Bruce Wilder (Charles Wilder)  
Michelle Wilkerson (Jeff, Jeanette Todd) 
Jay Williams (Marna Higgins) 
Jacque Zimmerman (Ann Haley) 
 
Expectant families: Bartals 
 
Nursing Homes/Assisted Living :  Edith Northcutt, 
Loretta Wilkinson 
 
Missionaries: Buck/Annie Barton, Lee/Sophia Ford, 
Marcus/Sara McBee, Al/Margaret Patterson, 
Gavin/Laura Pinkston   
 
Church Staff: Dean Anderson, Rhett Brewer, Tony 
Burnett, Julie Matheny, Glenda Hunter 
 
Military: Caleb Daniel, Brad Davis, Josh England, Chris 
Gillis, Michael Hallman, Stephon Harris, Zachary Hyde, 
Steven Pirtle, Justin Wax, Parker Woodworth 
 
College Students:  Melissa Burnett, Lytton Haley, Isaac 
Haley, Jackson Mason, Laura Beth Nichols, Ashlyn 
Nokes, Julianna Schau, Chandler Todd, Jacob Todd  
 
Active Deacons: Jason McGee, Douglas Jennings, Matt 
Powers, Darren Jessup, Jeff A. Todd, Jeff D. Todd, 
Mark Matheny, Jeff Stevenson, Bob Walls   
 
Church Matters: Celebrate Recovery; Bro. 
Tony/Student Ministry; Bruce Marchiano/Gospel of 
John film; IMB Missionaries; Bethesda Baptist, 
Brockton, MA; Generations; nation & those in authority; 
school year-staff, teachers, students

 


